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Car lo s  B eni tez -B arrera  d id  no t  ex pect  to  deve lo p  a  career  in  co mmunicat ion  
d i s o rders .   B ut  w hen he  f in i s hed h i s  undergraduate  wo rk in  psycho logy  in  S pa in ,  
he  was  granted a  s cho lars h ip  f ro m a  pr ivate  inst i tut io n  that  was  t r y ing  to  
pro mote  the  deve lo pment  o f  the  f ie ld  o f  ear ly  inter vent ion  in  deaf  educat io n  
and pediat r i c  audio lo gy  in  h i s  co untr y.  Th i s  s cho larsh ip  a l lo wed h im to  o bta in  a  
master ’s  degree  in  deaf  educat io n.  F ro m that  po int ,  co mmunicat ion  d i s o rders  
became h i s  pas s io n.  He  appl ied  to  Vanderb i l t ’s  Ph. D.  pro gram in  Hear ing  and 
S peech S c iences  and graduated in  2020.  He  i s  no w  a  po st -doctora l  fe l low at  
Ca l l ier  Center  fo r  Co mmunicat ion  D i s o rders  at  the  Univers i ty  o f  Texas .

A s ked abo ut  h i s  mo st  memo rable  ex per ience  at  Vanderb i l t ,  Dr.  B eni tez -Barrera  
s a id ,  “ I t  i s  hard  to  dec ide  o ne.  B ut  the  f i rs t  o ne  that  co mes  to  my  mind i s  my  
ver y  f i rs t  s tat i s t i cs  c las s  in  my  f i rs t  year  as  a  PhD student .  I  was  ver y  
int imidated becaus e  I  had  never  taken a  s tats  c las s  befo re .  Dr.  A s hmead star ted  
the  c las s  by  ta lk ing  abo ut  “R ”  and ho w  we were  go ing  us e  actua l  co de  to  run  
o ur  s tat i s t ica l  ana lys es .  I  tho ught  that  I  was  no t  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  graduate ,  i t  
was  go ing  to  be  hard!  Interest ing ly  eno ugh,  I ended up  TA ing fo r  that  c lass  l ater  
o n my PhD,  but  that  day  i t  fe l t  l i ke  I  was  s ho o t ing  fo r  the  mo o n.  Ho wever,  
ever ybo dy at  Vanderb i l t  he lped me to  land w here  I  wanted to  be .”

Dr.  B eni tez -Barrera  i s  o n  the  ed i to r ia l  bo ard  o f  o ne  s ect io n  o f  the  
"Pers pect ives "  A S HA jo urna l  and the  S panis h  Jo urna l  o f  A udio logy  (A udi t io ) .  He  
i s  a l s o  t reas urer  and bo ard  member  o f  the  S panis h  A s s o c iat ion  o f  A udio logy.  
H i s  cur rent  res earch  fo cuses  o n  ho w  audi to r y  ex per iences  impact  ch i ldren ' s  
ab i l i ty  to  l i s ten  to  s peech in  no i s e  and the i r  l anguage  deve lo pment .
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