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Vanderbilt MPH Program 

Career Development Series: AY 2023-24 
 

The career development sessions will be offered in-person throughout the semester in the MPH Classroom, 
Suite 1010, West End Ave. Contact Brad Hawkins for additional information. 
 
First-year students are required to attend at least three sessions during the year; second-year students are 
required at attend at least two sessions during the year. Attendance at the Translational Research Forum and 
EIP Day is not included. 
 

Mentoring 
 

In this series* designed specifically for 1st year MPH students, you will define your public health interests; learn how to 
communicate your career vision in a polished and succinct way to potential employers and professionals; identify 
effective practices to maximize mentorship opportunities; and prepare for Mentoring Committee meetings. 
 

Aug. 31, 
10:30 to 11:30 am 

 Part 1: Developing your Elevator Pitch  
William O. Cooper, M.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’98), Depts. of Pediatrics, Health Policy 

   

Sept. 14 
10:30 to 11:30 am 

 Part 2: An Introduction to Mentoring 
Marie Martin, Ph.D., M.Ed., Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health, Dept. of Health Policy 

   

Sept. 21 
10:30 to 11:30 am 

 Part 3: Mentors vs. Coaches vs. Sponsors, Making the most of your Mentoring Committee 
Christianne L. Roumie, M.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’05), Vanderbilt MPH Program  

   

Practice of Public Health 
 

In this series, you will explore the practice of public health; attend local public health conferences; learn about practical 
training and the tools needed to secure your practicums; hear about Middle Tennessee public health and community 
organizations; learn how to utilize practice in your Culminating Experience; and expand your professional network. 
 

October 12 
10:30 to 11:30 am 

 Practicum Orientation: Tools to take the next steps 
Brad Hawkins, M.S., Ph.D., M.P.H., Vanderbilt MPH Program  
Elizabeth Rose, Ed.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’15), Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health 

   

October 18 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 Public Health Presentations: Annual TN Emerging Infections Program (EIP) Day 
EIP is a partnership of the TN Department of Health and Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center that study infectious diseases. (Location: Loveless Barn) 

   

November 7 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 Exploring Public Health in Middle Tennessee  
Vanderbilt MPH Students/alumni 

   

January 26 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 

 Public Health Presentations: Public Health Practicum Colloquium 
The colloquium provides students an opportunity to present their practicum experiences in 
a conference-like setting. (Location TBD) 

   

February 2 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 Annual Vanderbilt Translational Research Forum 
Early career scientists share discoveries and advances, and a guest speaker will give a 
lunchtime plenary. (Location: Student Life Center) 

   

March 7 
12:30 to 1:30 pm 

 Capstone or Thesis? Student Perspectives  
Vanderbilt MPH Students/alumni 

  

mailto:brad.hawkins@vanderbilt.edu?subject=MPH%20Career%20Development%20Series
https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Loveless+Events+8400+TN-100+Nashville,+TN+37221/@36.0360252,-86.9723429,17z/data=!4m5!4m4!1m0!1m2!1m1!1s0x886486115ae0fa57:0xb9bce9a9d8489f75
https://medschool.vanderbilt.edu/mph/practicum-colloquium/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedgeforscholars.vumc.org%2Fedge-events%2Fvanderbilt-translational-research-forum%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbrad.hawkins%40vanderbilt.edu%7C0a0d3e9bc2f446dcba9d08db6917b618%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C0%7C638219322816154370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cMigLqlnt%2Byd985yYhRrYH0plTbk6JOVpVBucasMHe4%3D&reserved=0


Updated: Aug. 24, 2023 

 

Professional Communication Skills 
 

In this series, you will learn essential skills to communicate public health; utilize strategies to craft abstracts for varying 
audiences, conferences, and professional writing submissions; apply presentation principles to present your public 
health work at the Practicum Colloquium, Culminating Experience presentations, and conferences; learn how to apply 
fundamental writing principles to your public health work; discover useful writing tips for class assignments, thesis, and 
article submissions; and tap into free VU writing resources to take your writing skills to the next level. 
 

September 8 
12:00 to 1:00 pm 

 Writing Part 1: Abstracts 
Muktar Aliyu, M.B.B.S., Dr.P.H., M.P.H., Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health, Dept. of 
Health Policy 
 

Jan. 16 
12:05 to 12:50 pm 

 Public Health Presentations 
Bill Heerman, M.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’14), Vanderbilt MPH Program 

   

January 18 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

 Writing Part 2: Foundational structure 
Elizabeth Rose, Ed.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’15), Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health  

   

January 25 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

 Writing Part 3: Addressing criticism  
Christianne L. Roumie, M.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’05), Vanderbilt MPH Program  

  

April 4 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

Public Health Communication 101  
Colin Walsh, M.D., M.A., Department of Biomedical Informatics  

   

Life after MPH 
 

In this series* designed for 2nd year MPH students, you will focus is on your time after graduation. With the ever-
changing landscape of interviews and networking opportunities, professionals must be able to adapt to convey their 
knowledge, skills, and abilities in new ways. Learn easy and innovative approaches to market yourself for the 
opportunities you want in the current environment; explore post-graduate training opportunities; and hear advice from 
recent alumni. 
 

December 1 
12:00 to 1:00 pm 

 20 Weeks until Graduation! 
Elizabeth Rose, Ed.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’15), Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health 
Brad Hawkins, M.S., Ph.D., M.P.H., Vanderbilt MPH Program 

February 8 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

 Marketing Yourself as a Professional (workshop - bring your resume) 
Elizabeth Rose, Ed.D., M.P.H., (VU MPH ’15), Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health  
Kim Lovell, M.P.H., M.B.A., Dept. of Health Policy 

   

February 22 
12:15 to 1:15 pm 

 Securing my first position 
Vanderbilt MPH Alumni 

March - May  Office Hours with Elizabeth and Brad: Book a one-on-one session 

*Sessions are open to all students, regardless of year or track. 
 
Dates to Remember:  

• Tennessee Public Health Association Annual Meeting, September 20-22, 2023 

• National Public Health Week, April 1-7, 2024 

https://www.tnpublichealth.org/
https://nphw.org/

