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Work Address: Department of Neuroscience 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
 Yale University School of Medicine 
 Boyer Center for Molecular Medicine 
 295 Congress Avenue, P.O. Box 9812 
 New Haven, CT 06536-0812 USA 
 Telephone:  (203) 737-4465 
 Fax:  (203) 737-4436 
 E-mail:  pietro.decamilli@yale.edu 
 
Place of Birth: Cittiglio, Lombardy, Italy 
 
Citizenship: Dual Citizenship: Italy and USA 
 
Marital Status: Married (Claudia Buzzi), three children 
 
Education:  
1961-1966 Maturita' Classica.  Lyceum Manzoni, Milano, Italy 
 
1966-1972 M.D. "Summa cum Laude" University of Milano  (Italy)  
 
1973-1975 Postgraduate Degree (specialita') in Medical Endocrinology, 

University of Pavia (Italy)   
 
Mandatory Military Service (Italy): 
1974-75 Medical Lieutenant in the Italian Air Force 
 
Employment: 
1972-1978  Assistant Professor, Department of Medical Pharmacology   and CNR 

Center of Cytopharmacology, University of Milano, Italy 
1978-1979  Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Pharmacology (laboratory of Paul 

Greengard), Yale University School of Medicine 
1979-1981  Assistant Professor, Section of Cell Biology (Chairman George 

Palade), Yale University School of Medicine 
1981-1987  Associate Professor, Department of Medical Pharmacology and CNR 

Center of Cytopharmacology, University of Milano, Italy 
1987-1988  Visiting Associate Professor, Laboratory of Paul Greengard, The 

Rockefeller University, New York 
1988-1991  Associate Professor with Tenure, Department of Cell Biology and 

Section of Molecular Neurobiology, Yale University School of 
Medicine 

1992- Professor, Department of Cell Biology 
1992- Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Yale University 

School of Medicine 
1997-2000 Chairman, Department of Cell Biology, Yale University School of 

Medicine 
2004- Member, Kavli Institute for Neuroscience at Yale University 
2005- Founding Director, Yale Program for Cellular Neuroscience, 

Neurodegeneration and Repair (CNNR) 



   

  

2005-2015 Professor (secondary appointment), Department of Neurobiology, Yale 
University School of Medicine 

2015- Chairman, Department of Neuroscience, Yale University School of 
Medicine 

2015- Director, Kavli Institute for Neuroscience at Yale University 
 
Teaching & Selected Committees at Yale University: 
1988-1989 Member, Yale Neuroscience Steering Committee 
1992-1995 Director of Medical Studies, Department of Cell Biology 
1995-1997 Member, Advisory Committee of the Division of Biological Sciences 
1998-1999 Search Committee for the Chair of the Department of Molecular and 

Cellular Physiology 
2000-2001 Search Committee for the Chair of the Department of Pediatrics 
2002-2003 Search Committee for the Director of the Yale Cancer Center 
2002-2005 Senior Faculty Slots Allotment Committee 
2003-2004 Search Committee for the Dean of the Medical School 
2003-2004 Committee on Cooperative Research 
2004-2005 Basic Science Planning Committee, Medical School 
2006-2007 Search Committee for the Chair of the Department of Cell Biology 
2007-2009 Search Committee for the Chair of the Department of Molecular and 

Cellular Physiology 
 
Fellowships and Selected Special Grant Awards: 
1978-1981 Fulbright-Hays Visiting Scholar in Pharmacology (Yale University)  
1978 NATO fellowship (declined) 
1978-1979 Fellowship from the Muscular Distrophy Association of America 
1989 Klingenstein Neuroscience Award 
1991 McKnight Research Project Award  
2005-2008 Grant from the G. Harold and Leila Y. Mathers Charitable Foundation 
 
Selected Lectureships:  
1984 Plenary Lecture, First meeting of the Italian Society of Neuroscience 

(Rome, Italy) 
1986 Plenary Lecture, European Society of Cell Biology (Budapest, 

Hungary) 
1992 Plenary Lecture, European Society of Neuroscience (Münich, 

Germany) 
1994 Plenary Lecture, Annual Meeting of the Endocrine Society (Anaheim, 

California) 
1995 Special Lecturer, Annual Meeting of the Society for Neuroscience 

(San Diego, California) 
1997 "Kroc" Lecture, Diabetes and Endocrinology Research Center 

(DERC), University of Washington (Seattle, Washington) 
2000 Bruno Ceccarelli Neuroscience Lecture (Milano, Italy) 
2002 UCLA School of Medicine Medical Scientist Training Program 

(MSTP): Distinguished Lecturer. 
2002 Eighth Annual Kenneth F. Naidorf Memorial Lecture, Columbia 

University (New York, New York) 
2002 Alex Novikoff Lecture, 2002 Lysosome Gordon Conference 

(Andover, New Hampshire) 
2003 Neil C. Moran Lecture, Emory University School of Medicine 

(Atlanta, Georgia) 
2003 K.A.C. Elliott Lecture in Neurochemistry, McGill University 

(Montreal, Quebec, Canada) 



   

  

2004 Emilio Trabucchi Lecture, University of Milano (Milano, Italy) 
2004 Keynote lecture, Cell Biology of the Neuron Gordon Conference 
2004 Harvey Lecture Series, The Harvey Society (New York, New York) 
2006 Aravind K. Babu Lecture in Membrane Biology, Vanderbilt University  

(Nashville, Tennessee) 
2006 Crill Lecture, University of Washington (Seattle, Washington) 
2006 Keynote Lecturer, Korean Society for Molecular and Cell Biology 

Meeting (Seoul, Korea) 
2007 Keynote Lecturer, Glucose Transporter FASEB Summer Research 

Conference (Snowmass, Colorado) 
2008 Distinguished Lecture Series, Program in Molecular Medicine University 

of Massachusetts (Worcester, Massachusetts) 
2008 Nina Wurblough Lecture, The vMedical College of Cornell Unicersity 

(New York, New York) 
2008 Karl Friedrich Bonhoeffer Lecture, Max-Planck Institute (Gottingen, 

Germany) 
2008 Genewiz Keynote Lecture, Annual Pittsburgh Symposium on Intracellular 

Membrane Traffic, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) 

2008 Inaugural Lecture of the Academic Year, University of Milano, School of 
Biotechnology (Milan, Italy) 

2009 Keynote Lecturer, DIBIT-San Raffaele Hospital and University 
Retreat (Milan, Italy) 

2009 Erlanger and Gasser Lecture, Washington University (St. Louis, MI) 
2009 Keynote Lecture, EMBO “Membrane Dynamics in Endocytosis” 

Conference, (Chania, Crete, Greece)  
2009 Albert Szent-Györgyi Lecturer, Mayo Clinic (Rochester, MN) 
2009 Brody Memorial Lecture, University of Iowa (Iowa City, IA) 
2010 1st Sarah Winans Newman Lecture, University of Michigan (Ann Harbor, 

MI) 
2010 Keynote Lecture, Cell Biology of the Neuron Gordon Conference 

(Waterville Valley, NH) 
2011 Keynote Lecture, EMBO Workshop, Cell Biology of the Neuron 

(Crete, Greece) 
2011 Keynote Lecture, Excitatory Amino Acids Gordon Conference 

(Easton, MA) 
2011 John Cebra Lecture, Marine Biological Laboratory (Wood Hole, MA) 
2012 Keynote Lecture, EuroMEMBRANE International Meeting 

“Membrane Dynamics in Physiology and Disease” (Basel, 
Switzerland) 

2012 Keynote Lecture, Joint Meeting of the French Societies of Cell 
Biology and Developmental Biology (Montpellier, France) 

2012 Fouad A. and Val Imm Bashour Distinguished Lectureship in 
Physiology, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center (Dallas, 
TX) 

2012 Keynote Lecture, “Inositide Signaling in Health and Disease”, Coorg, 
India  

2013 Keynote Lecture, ABCD (Italian Society of Cell Biology and 
Differentiation) meeting (Ravenna, Italy) 

2014 Dennis Shields Lecture, 9th EMBO/Annaberg Meeting: Protein and 
Lipid Function in Secretion and Endocytosis (Goldegg, Austria) 

2014 C. Warren Olanow Lecture, Friedman Brain Institute, Mount Sinai 
Medical School (New York, NY) 



   

  

2014 Hille Lecture, Department of Physiology, University of Washington 
(Seattle, WA) 

2014  Herbert Lecture, Vollum Institute, (Portland, OR) 
2014 Walter Massey Family Lecture (Woods Hole, MA) 
2014 21st Severo Ochoa Memorial Lecture, Centro de Biologia Molecular 

Severo Ochoa, University of Madrid (Madrid, Spain) 
2015  Keynote Lecture, TOXINS 2015: Basic Science and Clinical Aspects 

of Botulinum and Other Neurotoxins (Lisbon, Portugal) 
2015  Keynote Lecture, Membrane Dynamics and Protein Sorting meeting, 

Israeli Society for Cell Biology, (Weizmann Institute, Israel) 
2015  Keynote Lecture, Molecular Membrane Biology Gordon Conference, 

(Andover, NH) 
2015 EMBO Keynote Lecture, Signalling 2015: Cellular Functions of 

Phosphoinositides and Inositol Phosphates, Biochemical Society 
(Cambridge, UK) 

2015 Keynote Lecture, Organelle Crosstalk in Membrane Dynamics and 
Cell Signalling, Biochemical Society (Edinburgh, UK) 

2016 Keynote Lecture, Sphingonet International Colloquium (Amsterdam) 
 
Honors: 
1987 Elected EMBO Member (European Molecular Biology Organization)  
1990 Max-Planck Research Prize (shared with Dr. R. Jahn, Münich) 
1995 DATTA Lecturer and Medal Recipient, Federation of European 

Biochemical Societies (Basel, Switzerland) 
1997 Keith Porter Lecture, American Society Cell Biology (Washington, 

DC) 
2001 Elected, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
2001 Elected, National Academy of Sciences (5/2009-5/2012, Chair of 

Section 24) 
2003 Eugene Higgins Professor of Cell Biology, Yale University 
2005 Honorary Member, Italian Society for Neuroscience 
2005 Elected, National Academy of Medicine (formerly the Institute of 

Medicine) 
2009 NARSAD Distinguished Investigator Award 
2010 Javitz Neuroscience Investigator Award 
2012 Sir Bernard Katz Award by the Exocytosis and Endocytosis Subgroup 

of the Biophysical Society 
2012 Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 

(AAAS) 
2013 Honorary Doctorate, Okayama University (Okayama, Japan) 
2013 Elected, Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (Italian Academy of 

Sciences) 
2015 John Klingenstein Professor of Neuroscience, Yale University 
2015 Julius Axelrod Prize, Society for Neuroscience  
 
Societies: 
 American Society for Cell Biology 

2001-2004, Councilor 
2015: President-elect (to serve in 2017) 

 Society for Neuroscience 
 Biophysical Society 
 
Editorial Boards: 



   

  

1991-1997 Journal of Neurocytology 
1991-1997 Journal of Neuroscience 
1991-present European Journal of Cell Biology 
1993-1995 Learning and Memory 
1994-1995 Neuron 
1994-1996 Diabetes 
1994-2000 Italian Journal of Neurological Sciences 
1994-2000 Molecular Medicine 
1994-present Current Opinion in Cell Biology 
1996-1999 European Journal of Neuroscience (Receiving US Editor) 
1998-2015 Journal of Cell Biology (monitoring editor) 
1999-2000 Molecular Medicine 
1999-2001 Molecular Cell 
2000-2010 EMBO Reports 
2000-present EMBO Journal 
2001-present Developmental Cell 
2002-present Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (monitoring editor) 
2005-2008 Brain Cell Biology 
2009-present Frontiers in Synaptic Neuroscience 
 
Selected NIH Service: 
1993 NIMH, Panel on Neuroimmunology and Mental Health 
1996 NINDS, Division of Intramural Research, External Review Committee 
1998 NICHD, Cell Biology and Metabolism Branch, External Review 

Committee 
1999-2000 NINDS: "Channels, Synapses and Circuits planning group" 
2001 NINDS, Division of Intramural Research, External Review Committee 
2001-2005 NIH Study Section SYN, formerly MCDN1 
2005-2006 NIH Study Section Chair, SYN, formerly MCDN1 
2009 MCDN Challenge Grant Distinguished Editorial Panel 
 
NAS Service: 
2009-2012 Chair of Section 24 (Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience) 
 
Selected Advisory Boards: 
1994-1997  Scientific Advisory Board, Max-Planck Institute for Medical 

Research, Heidelberg, (Germany) 
1995-2005 Scientific Advisory Board, CuraGen Corporation 
1997-2001 Scientific Review Committee Telethon, Italy (1999-2001, Vice-

President) 
1997-2004  Scientific Advisory Board, The Pew Scholars Program in Biological 

Sciences 
2002-2011 Scientific Advisory Board, Max-Planck Institute for Molecular Cell 

Biology and Genetics, Dresden, (Germany) 
2004-2008 Scientific Advisory Board, Latin American Fellows Program, The Pew 

Scholars Program in Biological Sciences 
2004-2009 McKnight Endowment Fund For Neuroscience (Scholars Awards 

Committee) 
2005-2011 Scientific Advisory Board, Telethon (Italy) 
2006-2009 Italian Scholarship Advisory Committee, Armenise-Harvard Foundation, 

Rome (Italy) 
2008-2009 Scientific External Advisory Board, New York Langone Medical Center 

and School of Medicine 



   

  

2008-2016 Scientific Advisory Board, Göttingen Graduate School for 
Neurosciences, Biophysics, and Molecular Biosciences (GGNB) 
Göttingen, Germany) 

2012-2013 Dulbecco Telethon Institute, Italy, Chair of Review Committee 
2013- Scientific Advisory Board, The Jane Coffin Childs Memorial Fund for 

Medical Research 
2013- Fondazione Umberto Veronesi (Italy) 
2013- Italian Scholarship Advisory Committee, Armenise-Harvard Foundation, 

Rome (Italy) 
2013- Member EMBO Publications Advisory Board 
2015- Elected American Society for Cell Biology 2017 President 
 
Organization of International Meetings: 
1987  EMBO Symposium (co-Chairs: J.P. Changeux, M. Raff, H. Thoenen, 

J. Tooze) 
1996 Keystone Meeting on Cell Polarity (co-Chair Keith Mostov) 
1996 Yale Special Symposium “The Peripheral Cell Cytoskeleton” (co-

Organizer Peter Novick) 
2002  Gordon Conference “Cell Biology of the Neuron” (co-Chair Cornelia 

Bargmann) 
2003 Treilles (France) Conference  “Development and Function of the 

Synapse” (co-Chair Yuki Goda) 
2008 Pavia (Italy) The 2008 Golgi Meeting (Alberto Luini, Daniela Corda 

and Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz co-organizers) 
2011 Keystone Symposium, Keystone, Colorado.   “Inositides Signaling, 

Pharmacology and Disease” (Marco Falasca, Nullin Divecha and John 
York, co-organizers) 

2013 Janelia Farm meeting "Synaptic Vesicle Biogenesis" (Timothy Ryan 
and Volker Haucke, co-organizers) 

2015 (August) Les Treilles (France) Conference: “Membrane fission: 
Understanding the mechanism of action of dynamin” 

 
  



   

  

Publications 
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Series.  Eds., G. Faglia & M. Giovanelli.  (Academic Press, New York). 
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interactions in secretory cell systems. In Secretory Mechanisms.  Proceedings of the 
Meeting of the British Society for Cell Biology and Society for Experimental 
Biology.  Eds., C. Duncan & C. Hopkins.  pp 117-144. 
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Immunohistochemical localization of cGMP-dependent protein kinase in 
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pp 141-157. 
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Inc., New York ), pp 173-182. 

26.  De Camilli P, Cameron R, and Greengard P.  1983.  Synapsin I (Protein I), a nerve 
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