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Introduction

Course Learning Objectives

Simple definition: Learning objectives should be specific, measurable – what we want the students to know or have achieved by the end of the course. Use behavioral verbs like define, demonstrate, describe… Bloom’s Taxonomy is a great reference.
In addition to your course objectives, please include your CEPH-specific Learning Objectives identified from our internal CEPH course mapping exercise completed Spring 2017. These will be provided to you in a separate document.

Upon successfully completing this class, students will be able to:
Course Competencies


A competency is the capability to use specific knowledge or applied skills to successfully perform a function (often professional). It is more complex than a learning objective. A competency generally requires an assortment of skills and knowledge whereas learning objectives are more specific in nature.
In addition to your course competencies, please include your CEPH-specific Course Competencies identified from our internal CEPH course mapping exercise completed Spring 2017. These will be provided to you in a separate document.

The content and methods of this course contribute to students’ development of the following competencies for the Master of Public Health program: 
Teaching Methods

This includes methods such as lectures, small group discussion, student presentations, case studies, etc.
Student Assessment
Description of student exercises used to assess competencies learned in course.
Evaluation and Grading 
Course grades will be determined based on the following School of Medicine Grading Scale (see VUSM Course Catalog, pg. 56):
	A+ = 4.0
	B+ = 3.3
	C+ = 2.3

	A = 4.0
	B = 3.0

	C = 2.0

	A - = 3.7
	B - = 2.7
	C - = 1.7 (no earned hours/quality hours and quality points only)


F= No Credit
Course evaluations: The MPH program is dedicated to providing a high quality curricular experience. Students are required to complete course evaluations for quality enhancement purposes. No grades will be released until all evaluations have been completed.
Academic Integrity

All students are required to adhere to the Vanderbilt University Honor Code in preparation and submission of assignments and exams. Students can acquaint themselves with the Honor System through the Vanderbilt University Student Handbook and the School of Medicine Student Handbook. Graduate and professional students may also obtain information from the office of the dean of their respective school or college. 
Any incident involving plagiarism will result in failure of the course.

Absences 

Faculty should incorporate the language that is appropriate for the credit hours of their course.

The Master of Public Health Program’s policy on student absences:
· 4 credit hour courses: 1-2 absences may be permitted with prior instructor notification and approval. Course instructor may determine if additional absences will be allowed. 
· 3 credit hour courses: 1-2 absences may be permitted with prior instructor notification and approval. Course instructor may determine if additional absences will be allowed.
· 2 credit hour courses: 1 absence may be permitted with prior instructor notification and approval. Course instructor may determine if additional absences will be allowed.
· 1 credit hour courses: For courses that meet 4-6 times during a semester, attendance is required in every class (unless specific arrangements have been made in advance of enrolling in the course). Course instructor may determine if additional absences will be allowed.
Students with Disabilities
Accommodations for students with disabilities will be arranged with appropriate documentation from the Center for Opportunity Development. Students with learning disabilities may be approved for alternative test arrangements through the Psychological and Testing Center. 

Laptops and Cell Phones

Laptops may be used for course purposes only such as taking notes, identifying supplemental information pertinent to a discussion or for accessing class readings. Cellphones should be turned off during the entire class session, unless the course director indicates otherwise. As adult learners, it is expected that students will refrain from using electronic devices for non-course-related activities.

Course Sessions and Readings

The following is a preliminary list of the topic modules and readings. An updated list of required and optional readings for each session will be provided and posted on Brightspace. 

Session 1: 
Description: Link short description to any learning objectives/competencies covered in session
Student exercises: Link to “Student Assessment” section in syllabus
Required readings: Soc. Sci. 
Suggested readings:
